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Wage Determination Upheld 


By refusing, to review a Court of 
Appeals case, the Supreme Court on 
March 26 ruled, in effect, that the en- 
tire United States may be a “locality” 
under the Walsh-Healey Public Con- 
tracts Act. The U. S. Court of Ap- 
peals for the District of Columbia 
had ruled in Mitchell v. Covington 
Mills, Inc., that a $1 minimum wage 
established nationally by the Secre- 
tary of Labor for certain branches 
of the textile industry for work per- 
formed on government contracts was 
a valid requirement. This action of 
the Secretary had been challenged on 
the grounds that the Walsh-Healey 
Act provided only for the establish- 
ment of a minimum wage for a “lo- 
cality” and that the United States was 
not a locality within the intent of 
the law. 


Housing for Farm Workers 


Legislation providing rapid tax 
amortization of housing facilities for 
agricultural workers has been intro- 
duced by Representative Herlong 
(Fla.). 

The bill, H. R. 9600, would authorize 
amortization during any 60 months of 
a 96-month period of expenses in con- 
struction, remodeling or acquisition of 
any building, structure, or equipment 
intended for use as housing for agri- 
cultural workers. The bill would pro- 
vide the amortization deduction only 
with respect to facilities that are com- 
pleted or acquired after December 31, 
1955. 

The bill is pending before the House 
Ways and Means Committee, which 
has scheduled no action. 


N.C.A. Building Pictured 


A photograph of the N.C.A. build- 
ing in Washington, D. C. is featured 
in a brochure entitled “Headquarters 
U. S. A.” just issued by the Wash- 
ington Board of Trade. 

The booklet presents the location 
advantages of Washington for na- 
tional trade associations and profes- 
sional organizations and cites the 
N. C. A. building as one of the ex- 
amples. 


Supreme Court Upholds ‘Area of Production’ Test 


The regulation defining “area of 
production” under the federal wage 
and hour law was upheld by the Su- 
preme Court in a decision handed 
down on March 26 in the case of 
Mitchell v. Budd. “Area of produc- 
tion” under the present regulation ex- 
empts from the minimum wage and 
overtime requirements of the Fair La- 
bor Standards Act employees engaged 
in a number of specified activities, 
including canning of agricultural com- 
modities for market. The principal 
features of the regulation are that 
95 percent of the commodities on 
which work is performed must be re- 


geived from within specified radii of 


the plant and that the plant must be 
located in the open country or in a 
rural community. 


The definition was challenged on 
the grounds that the size of the town 
in which the activity was carried on 
and nearness of the plant to the source 
of raw material are irrelevant. The 
Supreme Court held, however, that 
both the population and distance tests 
were valid. It pointed out that the 
Administrator had to distinguish be- 
tween agricultural enterprises oper- 
ating under rural-agricultural condi- 


tions and those subject to urban-in- 
dustrial conditions. It added that the 
size of the town, like the proximity 
of a plant to the metropolitan center, 
may make the decisive difference be- 
tween an agricultural and an urban 
environment. The Court cited the Ad- 
ministrator’s explanation of his defini- 
tions and held that he had fulfilled 
his role when he made a “reasoned 
definition.” 


The Court also clarified conflicts in 
the Fair Labor Standards Act sur- 
rounding the exemption of employees 
employed in agriculture. The Court 
held that the bulking operation in the 
processing of tobacco leaves for their 
ultimate use as cigar wrappers 
“changes the natural state of the 
fresh cured tobacco as significantly as 
milling changes sugar cane.” It con- 
cluded that the process was “more 
akin to manufacturing than to agri- 
culture.” Finally, the Court seemed 
to be influenced by the fact that bulk- 
ing requires large and costly equip- 
ment. It held that the employees en- 
gaged in the bulking operations were 
not entitled to the exemption under 
Section 13(a) (6). 


IRS Statement on Refunds 
of Gasoline Tax to Farmers 


In a statement on the new law pro- 
viding refunds of federal taxes paid 
on gasoline used on the farm for 
farming, the Internal Revenue Serv- 
ice has said that “no refunds are al- 
lowed for tax on gasoline used in proc- 
essing, packaging, freezing, or can- 
ning operations.” 

Also, “no refunds of tax are allowed 
on gasoline used off the farm, such as 
gasoline used on public roads or high- 
ways in transporting family members 
or workmen, equipment, livestock, 
crops, feed, etc.” 

The IRS statement concerns the 
new legislation, which the President 
signed on April 2 as P. L. 466. The 
IRS said that refunds may be claimed 
on gasoline used: 


(1) By persons cultivating soil or 
raising or harvesting any agricultural 
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or horticultural commodity, including 
livestock or poultry on the farmer's 
own farm. 


(2) By persons engaged in the op- 
eration, management, conservation. 
improvement, or maintenance of their 
own farms or tools or equipment. 

(3) By farmers handling, drying, 
packing, grading, or storing any agri- 
cultural or horticultural commodity 
“in its unmanufactured state,” but 
only if one-half of the commodity so 
treated was produced during the pe- 
riod for which the claim is filed. 


(4) By farmers planting, culti- 
vating, caring for, or cutting trees, or 
preparation of trees for market, but 
not for sawing, chipping, or other 
milling. 

To obtain a refund, a farmer will 
have to file his claim on Form 2240 
after June 30 and before October 1. 
Copies of the form will be available 
June 1, the IRS said. 
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Grades for Canned Asparagus 


Notice is given in the Federal Reg- 
ister of April 6 that the Agricultural 
Marketing Service of USDA proposes 
again, for a third time, to revise U. 8. 
standards for grades of canned as- 
paragus. 

The third proposed revision would 
change the provision for determining 
the percent of heads in cut spears and 
in the method for determining fiber 
in the canned product. Additional con- 
tainer sizes are proposed in the recom- 
mended minimum drained weights of 
the various styles and types of canned 
asparagus. 

Grade designations would remain 
the same—U. S. Grade A or Fancy, 
U. S. Grade C or Standard, and Sub- 
standard. 

Two revisions in these standards 
have been proposed previously. 

Interested persons will have until 
December 31 to submit views and com- 
ments on the proposed revision. 


Better Living Magazine 


The five articles in the food section 
of the April Better Living magazine 
are grouped under the heading “Be 
An Exciting Cook.” Canned foods 
are used in each of the articles, but 
the one entitled “Add Dash to Main 
Dishes” features speed cooking with 
canned foods. Circulation of Better 
Living is 2,300,000 copies a month, 
bought at supermarket check-outs. 

The author of the article, Elizabeth 
Cook, associate food editor, begins, A 
dish doesn’t have to be dull just be- 
cause it’s fast and easy to do. All 
these tempters come out of a can, and 
the color and taste touches that make 
the delicious difference are simple to 
do in a matter of minutes.” 


The five recipes that follow use 
canned meat balls in sauce, Vienna 
sausage, corn, cream of chicken soup, 
pimientos, ripe olives, chicken, pine- 
apple, luncheon meat, sweet potatoes, 
peaches, and chili con carne with 
beans. A full-page color photograph 
shows some of the dishes attractively 
served. 

This is the spring canned foods pro- 
motion of Better Living, similar to the 
“Cook it the New Way” promotion 
of last September, which included 
posters and other point-of-sale pieces 
distributed to some 2,000 supermarket 
operators. 

Analysis of sales in supermarkets 
participating in this promotion was 
reported in the March 1 trade infor- 
mation bulletin issued as part of the 
N.C.A. Consumer and Trade Rela- 
tions Program. 


Better Homes and Gardens 


Two pages of handsome color photo- 
graphs introduce the article “Luscious 
Pineapple Desserts” appearing in the 
April issue of Better Homes and 
Gardens magazine. 


Beginning the article, Myrna John- 
ston, food and equipment editor, says, 
“Aloha, Hawaii! And without trip- 
ping to the Islands, either!“ She goes 
on to say that because of canned 
and frozen pineapple this joy of the 
Islands can be enjoyed by the Main- 
landers. Seven glamorous dessert reci- 
pes are given, each one using either 
canned pineapple or pineapple juice. 
They are pineapple chiffon cake, royal 
spice cake, best-ever pineapple cheese 
cake, Waikiki pie, Polynesian parfait, 
golden fritters and heavenly Hawaiian 
cream. 


A one-page article also appearing 
in the same issue is entitled “Whip Up 
A Fluffy Apricot Dessert.” The recipe 
in this article features canned apricot 
nectar and apricots. Black and white 
photographs show the steps in pre- 
paring the recipe and the finished 
product attractively served. 


Convenience of Canned Foods 


The convenience and safety of 
canned foods were demonstrated re- 
cently on New York’s WRCA-TV pro- 
gram featuring Josephine McCarthy 
and Herb Sheldon. Using the prepa- 
ration of Manhattan clam chowder as 
an example, the scene depicted the 
cooking of ingredients for this chow- 
der, attempts to open the clams with 
a knife after scrubbing and immersion 
in water, and finally the grinding of 
the clam meat. By contrast, it was 
illustrated that cans of already-pre- 
pared, cleaned, ground clams are avail- 
able in the right sizes. 

The closing comment pointed out 
that canning is one of the biggest of 
American industries in such a state 
of perfection that cans of food exist 
to fill practically every consumer need. 


Family Circle 


“Keep a can or two of juicy creamy- 
white pears on your pantry shelf and 
you have the start of many sweet top- 
offs to famiiy meals,” begins the arti- 
cle “Dandy Desserts with Canned 
Pears” in the April issue of Family 
Cirele magazine. 


Six dessert recipes using canned 
pears are given in the article. Cran- 
berry sauce and pineapple are also 
used. 


‘Air Mail Personal’ 


A radio interview between Food 
and Drug Commissioner George P. 
Larrick and Carlos Campbell, Execu- 
tive Secretary of N.C.A., recorded re- 
cently for distribution on “Air Mail 
Personal,” a DAY syndicated show, 
has been presented on the following 
nine stations: 


Estimated 

Listening 

Date Station Audience 
Dec, 30 WITT. Vero Beach, Fla. 4,000 
Jan. 15 WIRA, Ft. Pierce, Fla 14,000 
Feb. 5 Greenville, 8.C...... 58,000 
Feb, 12 WACH. Newport News, Va... 100,000 
Mar. 4 WILM, Wilmington, Del. 110,000 
Mar. 4 WSWN, Belle Glade, Ha. 7.500 
Mar. 5 WRT. Washington, N. C. 10,500 
Mar. II WV NS. Statesboro, Ga. 14.500 
Mar. 28 WKKO, Cocoa, Fla. 4,000 


In the interview Dr. Larrick de- 
fined the Food and Drug Act in lay 
language and commented on the way 
in which the agency administers the 
Act. He acknowledged the assistance 
and cooperation of food manufactur- 
ers. Mr. Campbell gave a brief his- 
torical account of the formation of 
N. C. A. and the relation of that event 
to the early requirements of the food 
law. Both speakers referred to the 
teamwork effort necessary between in- 
dustry and government in the interest 
of the consumer and mentioned the 
1956 year-round observance of the 
50th anniversary of FDA. 


The recorded dialog has been re- 
leased to a number of other stations 
and its use will be reported later in 
the INFORMATION LETTER. 


Collier's Yearbook 


The 1956 Collier’s Yearbook, cov- 
ering events of the year 1955, has 
just been issued and it includes a spe- 
cial section on food canning prepared 
by the Information and Statistics Di- 
visions of the N. C. A. 


The first section of the article re- 
ports on the nuclear tests of canned 
foods conducted by the Research Labo- 
ratories at the Nevada test site of the 
Atomic Energy Commission last year 
describing the scope and nature of the 
exposures, and reporting on the per- 
formance of the test samples. 


The article reports the total 1955 
pack as compared with 1954 and the 
average for the period 1945-54. It 
presents a record on per capita con- 
sumption of canned foods for 1955 
as compared with 1954 and 1945 as 
presented for the major canned food 
categories by the USDA. 


The Collier’s Yearbook has a circu- 
lation of approximately 100,000. 
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Price Support for Dry Beans 


USDA has announced 1956-crop dry 
edible be&n support prices by areas 
for 11 classes of beans. The prices are 
established so as to return to growers 
the national average support rate of 
$6.31 per 100 pounds. 

Class support prices range from 
$4.96 to $9.71 per 100 pounds and are 
for 1956-crop pinto, great northern, 
pea and medium white, small white 
and flat small white, red kidney, pink, 
small red, large lima, and baby lima 
beans. 

The only change in price relation- 
ships between classes is an increase 
of 18 cents per 100 pounds for red 
kidney beans in relation to other 
classes. No change is being made in 
state and area groupings. 


FDA Anniversary Report 


Public health aspects of their work 
will be described by Food and Drug 
Administration officials in the June 
issue of Public Health Reports, jour- 
nal of the U. S. Public Health Service. 
The occasion is the 50th anniversary 
of the FDA. 

The anniversary issue will include 
papers on agricultural poisons by 
Winton B. Rankin, assistant to the 
Commissioner; safeguards for new 
drugs, by Dr. R. G. Smith; insulin cer- 
tification by Dr. R. Lorimer Grant; 
antibiotics certification by Dr. Henry 
Welch; drugs in general by Dr. A. H. 
Holland; certification of colors for 
foods, drugs, and cosmetics by Dr. 
G. R. Clark; new chemicals in food 
by F. A. Vorhes and Dr. A. J. Leh- 
man; nutrition by Dr. E. M. Nelson; 
food sanitation by Dr. G. C. Slocum; 
and an introduction by the Commis- 
sioner, G. P. Larrick. 

Copies of the food and drug anni- 
versary issue of Public Health Reports 
may be reserved by placing advance 
orders at 60 cents each with the Su- 
perintendent of Documents, Washing- 
ton 25, D. C. 


Vegetable Projects TAC 


In reporting the membership of the 
Special Vegetable Projects Subcom- 
mittee of the N.C.A. Raw Products 
Technical Advisory Committee, the ad- 
dress of the chairman was listed incor- 
rectly in last week's issue of the IN- 
FORMATION LETTER. 

The chairman is M. D. Reeder, 
I. J. Heinz Company, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
The name of William E. Hays, Gerber 
Products Company, Fremont, Mich., 
should be added to the list of subeom- 
mittee personnel. 


1955 Pack of Black-eye Peas 
and Other Field Peas 


The 1955 pack of fresh black-eye 
peas and other varieties of fresh field 
peas totaled 2,170,826 actual cases, 
compared with the 1954 total of 1,474,- 
093 cases, according to a revised re- 
port by the N.C.A. Division of Sta- 
tistics. 


REVISED REPORT 
Variety 1051 1055 
(actual cases) 
Black-eye peas. . 742,004 113 
Purple hull peas 18 28% 207 205 
Field peas... $49,412 538.591 
Crowder peas... 179,725 220.000 
67.000 156,908 
U. 8. Total. 1,474,003 2,170,826 


By states, the 1955 pack of black- 
eye peas was: 


State 1054 1955 

(actual cases) 
Ark. and Okla. 90,581 215,889 
Texas 572.138 670,800 
Other states. 70,285 62.345 


U. 8. Total. 742,004 040,113 


Other states include Fla., (Ba,, 


Md., Mich., 
Nebr., Tenn., and Va. 


1955 Pack of Baby Foods 


The pack of canned baby foods dur- 
ing the calendar year 1955 totaled 
157,448,109 dozens compared with the 
1954 pack of 160,558,150 dozens, ac- 
cording to a report by the N.C.A. 
Division of Statistics. 


Type of Pack 1054 1055 
(dozens) (dozens) 
Strained... .. . 123,067,192 119,248,970 


Chopped. 37,400,058 48. 100. 130 


U.S. Total... . 160,558,150 157,448,100 


STRAINED BABY Foops 


Product 1054 1955 
(dozens) (dozens) 
Vegetables. . 28,.384.347 26,207,052 


Fruits 
Meat products... 
Custards and puddings 


48.646,626 42,220,780 
247 48.818.483 
12,004,072 16.912.712 
U.S. Total 128,007,192 110, 248,070 


CHOPPED oR JUNIOR Foops 


Product 1981 1955 
(dozens) (dozens) 
Veuetables 5.424.808 5.845.101 
Fruita. . 14,472,028 12,002,086 


Meat products... 15,006,028 16,001 87 
Custards and puddings 2.588.101 4.070.000 
U. 8. Total........... 37,490,058 48. 100. 130 


Potato Acreage and Production 


“Reports from farmers on March 1 
regarding their plans for the 1956 
season indicate the probable produc- 
tion of too many late-crop potatoes,” 
the USDA announced on April 2. 


USDA acreage guides had suggested 
that potato acreage planted in 1956 
should be 8 percent less than last year. 
However, the March intentions-to- 
plant report indicates that late potato 
acreage will be reduced only 2.8 per- 
cent. If farmers in the 29 late states 
actually plant their reported acreage 
intentions, USDA said, average yields 
would produce a crop substantially 
larger than the 275 million bushel crop 
recommended by USDA. 


C. J. Tressler Leaves N.C.A. 


Charles Jay Tressler, Jr., since 1943 
a member of the N.C.A. Washington 
Research Laboratory staff, and since 
1944 in charge of its Chemical Divi- 
sion, resigned April 1 to accept a posi- 
tion with General Foods Corporation 
in its main laboratory. In his new 
position, it is understood, Mr. Tressler 
will head a research group engaged 
in new product development. 


Prior to joining the N.C.A. staff 
Mr. Tressler was for six years a re- 
search assistant and later associate 
at the Geneva Agricultural Experi- 
ment Station in New York State. He 
is a graduate in chemistry from the 
University of Chicago. 


During the past several years Mr. 
Tressler and his assistants have given 
special attention to problems arising 
from the flood of new pesticides that 
have come into use in growing can- 
ning crops. One phase of this has been 
the development of a practical and 
reliable bioassay test for use in qual- 
ity control. A highlight of this project 
was a short course in the housefly 
assay technique, given two weeks ago 
in the Washington Research Labora- 
tory under Mr. Tressler’s direction, 
and attended by technicians from 
N. C. A. member organizations. 


Sullivan Speaks 


C. Meryl Sullivan, Director of the 
N.C.A. Labeling Research Division, 
was a principal speaker April 2 at the 
annual conference of the Mid-Conti- 
nental Association of Food and Drug 
Officials. The program was dedicated 
to an observance of the 50th anniver- 
sary of the Federal Food and Drugs 
Act of 1906 and the Federal Meat In- 
spection Act of 1906. Mr. Sullivan 


spoke on “Problems Facing the Food 
Industry in 1906.” 
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Forthcoming Meetings 


April 8-11—U. 8. Wholesale Grocers Associa- 

tion, Annual Convention and Exposition, The 

Conrad Hilton, Chicago 

April 10—Ohio Canners Association, Spring 

Meeting, The Neil House, Columbus 

April 28-27—NaATIONAL CANNERS ASSOCIATION 

Conference on Statistical Quality Contra 

Applications in the Canning Industry, N.C.A 

Headquarters, Washington, D. C. 

May 6-9—Super Market Institute, Annual Con- 

vention, Cleveland 

May 11-12—Pennsylvania C A lat! 
Pitin Annual Sales Clinic, Pocono Manor 

May 16—Purdue Industrial Waste Conference, 

Lafayette, Ind. 

May 18-19—NATIONAL CANNERS ASSOCIATION, 

ne of Board of Directors, Washington, 


May 28—Tidewater Canners A jati 

ginia, Inc., Annual Meeting, Tides 

ington 

June 3-4—Michigan Canners and Freezers As- 

sociation, Spring Meeting, Park Place Hotel, 

Traverse City 

June 10-14—National Association of Retail 

Grocers, 57th Annual Convention, Shrine 

Auditorium, Los Angeles 

June 10-14-—Institute of Food Technologists, 
Annual Meeting, Sheraton-Jefferson Hotel, 

St. Louls 

June 18-20—Grocery Manufacturers of Ame 
len, Inc., wee Meeting, White Sulphur 

Springs, W 

June 19-20—-Maine Canners Association, Sum- 

mer Meeting, — 1 near Skowhegan 

June 20-22—-Processed Apples Institute, An- 
geal Convention, White's ulphur Springs, W. 


July 19-20—National Kraut Packers Associa- 

tion, Annual Meeting, Catawba Cliffs Beach 

Club, Port Clinton, Ohio 

July 22-26—National Industrial Stores Associa- 
n, Annual Convention and Merchandise 

Show, Hotel Netherlands Plaza, Cincinnati 

Aug. 15-15—International Apple Association, 
Inc., 62d Convention, Atlanta, Ga. 


Oct. 17-19—National Pickle Packers Associa- 
tion, 63d Annual Meeting, Edgewater Beach 


Oct, 24-27-—-Florida Canners Association, Silver 
Anniversary Convention, Hollywood Beach 
Hotel, Hollywood 

Nov. I Canners Association, Fall 
Meeting, Bismarck Hotel, Chicago 

Nov. 7-8—Wisconsin Canners Association, 52d 
Annual Convention, Schroeder Hotel, Mil- 
waukee 

Nov. B-. —lowa-Nebraska Canners Association, 
Annual Meeting, Fort Des Moines Hotel, Des 
Moines 

Nov. 11-15-—-American Meat Institute, Golden 
Anniversary Meeting, Palmer House, Chicago 

Nov. 14-16—-Indiana Canners Association, Fall 
Convention, French Lick Sheraton Hotel, 
French Lick Springs 


Nov. 18-19—Pennsylvania Canners Association, 
4% Annual Convention, Yorktowne Hotel, 


ork 


Nov. 26-27— Ohio Canners Association, Annual 
Convention, Hotel Carter, Cleveland 


Nov. 29-30—Michi 
Assoc’ n, Fa 
Grand Rapids 

Dec. 13-14—New York State Canners and 
F Assoc 


reezers tion, Tist Annual Conven- 
tion, Hotel Statler, Buffalo 


n Canners and Freezers 
Meeting, Pantlind Hotel, 


Feb, NATIONAL CANNERS ASSOCIATION, 
50th Annual Convention, together with 
C. M. AS. A. and N. F. R. A., Chicago 
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